
 

 

Dear Penrith Business 
 
I am writing to you as a volunteer on the board of Penrith Business Improvement District (BID).  As part of 
a Working Party I have been tasked to deliver a Christmas lights initiative in Penrith Town Centre called 
Make Penrith Sparkle.  
 
Christmas Lights - The History 

To give you some background to the festive lights in Penrith, Penrith BID adopted the role to provide the 
town centre with Christmas Lights from the Chamber of Trade and Eden District Council. This was due to 
financial cut backs and growing legislation which meant it was no longer possible for them to manage the 
lights. So, in 2013 BID started to use a part of its core funding from the business levy to slowly grow the 
Christmas lights scheme across Penrith. BID is funded by a levy based on 1% of rateable value, which is 
charged to each qualifying ratepayer.  Unfortunately, we have now come to a stage where the lighting 
stock and infrastructure is failing; it is dated, and needs replaced. We can no longer continue trying to 
repair and make do.  
 
Our Aims 

We are trying to raise £60,000.00 to ensure Penrith has a Christmas lighting scheme and a lights switch-on 
event this year and for the next 4 years. Penrith BID is putting in a quarter of our total income in this year, 
equating to £20,000 to give us a start, but we are urgently needing to raise the other £40,000.  
 
We need your help! 

We have set up a Go Fund Me page online and have collection boxes around the town, but we are actively 
seeking the assistance of the business community and are looking for sponsors and donors of money to 
come forward and offer their support for the town.  
 
If you have any ideas, would like to discuss or would like to make a sponsorship offer / donation please do 
get in touch.  We would love to hear from you.  
 
I appreciate you must get asked for donations to charity and other groups on a regular basis, but I hope 
you will give us some consideration. 
 
I have attached an FAQ sheet to help with any questions you may have on why you should help support 
this initiative.  
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
Dan Harding 
Penrith BID Director (Volunteer) 


